A HISTORY OF POLAND
Yet here again the methods of the Russian empress were
less vile than those of the Prussian king. Catherine
openly took the risk of a bandit who attacks an enemy
against whom he has a grudge ; Frederick William EL
came up, when the fight was over, to help pillage a
victim whom he had sworn to defend."
It has already been described how Catherine induced
Austria and Russia to go to war with France on behalf
of the French royal family and in defence of the rights of
monarchies generally. Frederick William had consented
on certain conditions, and Catherine had conveyed to
him her intention of effecting a further dismemberment
of Poland. The old Constitution was to be restored,
and if Prussia would only effect the diversion in France,
Prussia should share in the spoil. Catherine deliberately
planned to ignore the young Emperor Francis in the
fulfilment of this scheme. Austria would declare war on
France in the ultimate hope of being able to exchange
the Austrian province of Belgium for the more ardently
desired Kingdom of Bavaria. It must be remembered
that Frederick William had not only bound himself by
treaty to maintain the integrity of Poland, and con-
gratulated the Poles on the reform of the Constitution,
he had also entered into a treaty with Austria to main-
tain a free Constitution for Poland. Now, however, he
threw all his promises to the wind, and in reality entered
into the scandalous arrangement with Catherine. His
perfidy was proved even more profoundly treacherous
during the course of the war with France, in which he
behaved with the most cynical disloyalty towards his
Austrian ally.
Even before the war with France had begun there
were serious differences between the allies, for Austria
demanded as her indemnity that Prussia should cede
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